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“| came back and cut some
from the witness stand.

. Packer's behavior was that of a der inted man.
flesh off these dead bodies and cook f it,” he sl
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Here, stripped of the
inaccuracies of legend, is
the tale of cannibalism that
once horrified the nation

HE STRANGE, FEARSOME

a coffee pot filled with live coals. His
feet were wrapped in strips torn from
an old blaniket.

Long, black, matted hair clung to
the back of his neck like soiled mattress

that had materialized out of a night

d like a man who had
walked through hell, barefooted, without
a canteen. His face was pinched, wan.
He was sick. He staggered. He seemed
to be groping for something he couldn't
find. This much was obvious even at 2

great distance. Here was aman who'had
indeed been through a hell—a hell of
blistering_snow, starvation, fear and
death out of which he had lived.
It was early morning, Apil 16
1874, Spring had gree
nny sid

Three emploes at the Los Pinos
Agency had just sat down to break
fast when they sighted the man ap.
proaching. They were Stephen A. Dole,
secretary to the Indian agent; Major
James P. Downer, justice of the peace,
and Herman Lauter, government clerk
and constable.

The details of exactly what hap.
pened next are lost in history. Pre.
sumably the three men rushed out to



gagged at the sight of meat. Stll an-
other report was that the first thing he
asked for was whisky.

At any rate he mumbled his name
“ALFRED PACKER" and slowly he
related the first o several contradictory
stories about his misadventures on the
trail. It was a pathetic tale of hunger,
cold and loneliness, not unusual for the
carly
But later, faced by the growing
suspicions of men who had known him,
"

‘man who staggered
into the carly-day Indian Agency post
was soon to become known around the
world as “Packer, the Man-Eater.

The story of Alired Packer has be-

wo o
ing versions. Through them all runs
the theme of survival of the fittest—or

GOLD IN COLORADO!
For all practical purposes, Alfred
much of it unexplored, and in the

trackless mountains were gold and si
ver bonanzas waiting to be discovered.

boarding house,

Colorado.
o were strangers to each other,
drawn together by chance and a com-
mon lust for gold.
Packer appeared at the boarding
house when the excitement was at its
pea.

“The Colorados,” Packer said. “I
know ‘em like the back of my own hand.
T've dug gold there and T've bees
throughot the bet dlg[lns of the whole
state. If it's gold you're looking for, T
can show you where to find it in return
for a grubstake.
Packer was described at the time
s being nearly six fect tall and mus-
165 and 175

a low forehead. In contrast to his ap-

peaance of sngth, was s bigh-
piched, somewhat whiing voie —
inparticular,

It was the kind of nasal whimper
hat grated ona man's erves. It wasthe
kind of voice that would cause a
T bt who aatiting]
e elised in the Urion Ary

2 federal pension of $25.00
He apparenty had wored 1 anch
hand, hunter, guide and scout, and as
ey (- eyl
fore he moved to Utah.
he men in the Provo,
Utah, boanding house agresd to splt

TR Neferser Lo (i Colovadoiold
fields, generally following an old Mor-

mon road east from Provo. The road
was in poor repair, however, and the
caravan was slowed to roughly 10
miles a day.

How many left Provo in the

In addition to Packer,

and Tracy, there were the i

Shannon Wilson Bell of Michigan.

ke ke and oo MeCoy o rland

A Dr. Cooper from Scotland.

George Driver and James Humphrey,
both from Philadeiphia.

A o gl T om:

0. D. Loutsenhizer of O

Frank “Reddy” Miller ¥ r -

James Mclntosh of Geo

James Montgomery of Canic.

George Noon of San Francisco.

Israel Swan of Missouri.

Preston Nutter of West Virginia.

Dave Toll of Boston, Massachusetts.

Isaac and Tom Walker, brothers,
origin unknown.

Jean “Frenchy” Cabazon from, of
course, France.

Swan, about 60, was the oldest.

Noon was the youngest, and he re-

sntd being called “he K" Bots
. together with Humphrey,

Millerand. Bell, were o phay unwiling

though major roles in_the

Packer story of cannibalism in L

< Ca
azon.althongh n 2 diffeent, and we
might manner. He
was to change the course of Packer's
lfe.




The hard going took its toll with

the grou an ot and the men
plodded slong subising on chopped

iy whidh e ben Srought aimg
for horse fees

On Januay 21, he party descend-
lialt cilbemdhalerjal At
ompahgre River near the point where
it jons the Gunnison Rive, adjacen o
where the city of Delta, Colorado now

ands.

by this time were com-

guide the group in return for his board
bt that so far all he had received was
horse food. Nevertheless, the grim party.
plodded ahead.

JUMPED BY UTE INDIANS

Sudde
" e ot 0 s s
it was head-

tors and
f a

of the u..wmpah
1t was a bitter winter and the out-
s for yet more severe weather.
ot Onet e he party toremin
at his tribe's winter camy
prospectors repaired their gear, anted
to replenish_their meat supply,
waited for milder weather.

Chiet Qurays bosptalty fusifid
the title whi
s e e i et
men flour. meat and other sorely needed
supplies and saw that at no time did they.
wan for anyting which he coud ro-
vide out of his primitive larder.

But res Some
of the men were anxious to push on
toward Breckenridge and stake claims.
There w

s e ey e
mpply T e
o Los Pinos.

A blizzard set in shortly after they

what they could stomach of it. Then
the lock on the rifle broke. Helpless
e e 1 S iated

 cow which they killed with
e bare hands

DRANK WARM BLOOD

They drk 3 war boud, Then
they ate the raw meat. With new

ent cattle superintendent, and
Sidney Jocknick, his aide.

Back in Chief Ouray’s camp, the
gold fever continued to burn. Packer
accompanied a second party out on

February 9. With him were Bell, Hum-
phrey, Miller, Noon and Swan.

hatchet. Miller carried a skinning knife
in his belt, and Packer apparentl
unarmed.

That was the last any of the
men were seen alive until Packer limped
into the Los Pinos Indian Agency six-
ty-six days later. He was then alone,
rrying a rifle as well as

In 1873 Colorado was » wilderness

it should be noted here that a storm can

s this that Packer’s party encountered.
his group estimated it

50 they took provisions ac-
s According to best reports the
rty, when it started

Ouray’s winter camp until the




CHIEF OURAY AND OTTO MEARS

weather improved, and had reached the
Indian Agency in only two weeks time.

tter sought out Packer and ask.
ed about the others.

Packer grected Nutter warmly,
nervously shook his hand and said he
had never expected to see any of his
friends again. He recounted the story
of how he was abandoned and spoke
sorrowfully of their missing compan.
i i
o B s

and Nut
SR G et
ing 10 reach Breckenridge.
the way Nutter noticed the

R S e
inquired about i

Ml stk 8 s, i went
off and left it.” Packer replied, a
R i o Ao
more of it

Saguache was a “big town’
pared 3 o Lo Piocs Agerey, Packes
promptly set up camp in a saloon owned
and operated by James “Larry” Dolan.
Packer's bohavor then became ot
exactly that of a man who was broke.
He bought drmks el e s
and lost at cards, ly was carry-
byl
bonght a hors o $10 from Otto Mears:
a man who was later to
o i Colorado Hakory s 0o e
road builder” of the San Juan area.

friends. The two siept together on the

rough, as one would ater a mountain
rip,

T saw two fifty-dollar gold notes,
yaller notes, which he had in  long pock-
et,in which the bills were set up edge.
There was lots of smaller bills.
e offered me a loan of $300.
it ot b playing freeze.out
for the drinks in one day.

While Packer was enjoging himselt
the other members of the original party

and they regarded bis eoimiing s
srowing suspici

‘The more they talked together, the
less satisfied they became with Packer's
eplantion o he dissppsrnce of B,
Hum hny Miller, Noon and Swar

y did not hesitate to make their

PG bty

PACKER IS QUESTIONED FULLY

There was so much talk in the air
around Saguache that General Charles
Adams, the Indian agent, felt obliged
t0 question Packer fully when he ar-
rived back in Saguache from Denver on
May 1, some fifteen days after Packer

o Soutwestern Colorade,
d's ark I acker sar.

Famous eary-day personalies Dolan and Packer became fast

8 9



A R
Pinos Age

Packer agin told much the same
ted

it and later lived on rosebud

General Adams asked Packer o g0

do it the next time we meet. That's a
promise.”

gl
Agency, joned
B P e
his possession. Packer became progres-
slv:\y more confused.

oped i con nconsseney afer
ot Sl e Ko s o
oo gunecal the sicy Gt became
known as Packer's “first confession.

Al g Oays comp, he

provisions had given out soon.

ad gtim ot und atic EEtt:
for several days, old man Swan

b e e T

camp, cut up a piece of his body and ate

that,” Packer related.

Then they started out again and
took pieces of flesh with them, until four

10

or five days thereafter Humphrey died.

e was done away in the same way,
because the men were out of food again
and hungry.

Packer admitted taking some $133
in money that Humphrey was carrying

‘While Packer was out one evening.
gathering wood for the fire, on returnin

by the party agreed upon that he be sac-
rificed.

‘Further on, several days after that,
Bell had shot Noon and they both to-
gether had caten his flesh.

“Then, only me and Bell was left

‘There was nothing I could do. I had to
il Bel. In only a few seconds, he was
dead and couldn't utter a sound.

Packer lived on Bell's flesh for sev-
eral days. He had taken some of the

h along with him and finally reached
the agency. He had been out of meat
only a day or so when he reached the
agency.

His questioners reciled in borror
at his tale of cannibalism, made all
the more ! by Packer's high-
pitched, wh

Packer's statement was _taken
P F ¢ it sign-

ed it as his confession in the presence
of Justice Downer. It was dated May
8, 1874,
But even after this horrible con-
fession in which Packer shouted and
caved his arms excitedly, details of his
story were widely disbelieved.
thought
Packer had killed his companions for
money, food, or both.

Genersl Adams ordersd 2 search
sani

Bt e of sl v
tms.

THE FIRST MAJOR BREAK

Packee et ko rescantly, As
approac



&t

Eppe———————

z
%
|
1

increasingly uneasy and said the area
2 il

Not far away, a campsite was found
and in the rubble a pillbox was located
bearing Packer’s name.

There was ample evidence that
someone had spent considerable time
there.

Someone of the searching party
suggested that Packer had llled his
ompanions and possibly dumped their
bodies in the la

beaver dam was broken up and

the lake level lowered, but no bodies
were found and the search was aban-
I, the cloud over Packer re-

guache’s jail

There in jail, Packer languished for
the most of the summer while officials

pondered their next move.

To use a term dear to detective
Story writers, the first major breal
the case came in August of that year
\when the remains of Packer's five miss-
ing companions were found while Pack-
er remained in jail

There are conflicting versions about
nces of the discovery. One

upon the
‘mountain scenes for Harper's Weekly

James D. Martin, who was living
in the San Jusn Mountains at the time,
insisted in an interview made years later
that the bodies were discovered by

George Nicholas, F. P. Wells and a Cap-
tain Graham.

Whoever it was that found them,

the bodies. There were o camp.
sils, no boots, 5o weapons.

TESTIMONY GIVEN ABOUT
LOCATION OF THE BODIES

Preston Nutter was among those
who hurried to the scene. ~Later, he
testified:

“Tuwo of the bodies were Iying with

2t a right angle to these. The
o the men were cut open as with
hatchet.

“The party had apparently camped
there only a short time, possibly one
night, because a log about six inches
thick was not burned through and there
was not many as

“Swan's head had a blanket over it,
where the hatchet gash had been made.
The fibers of the blanfiet were driven
into the gash . . . I saw more bones
there than 1 ever saw in my lfe belong-
ing to the human race.

‘Miller's head was entirely gonc.
We never found it, but we recognized




the body by clothing and other effects.”

Nutter went on to testify that there
was o visible evidence of a struggle
in the camp but Swan's clothing had
been ripped. The implication was that
the clothing had been torn open in a
search o im's valuables

re also was testimony to the
effect that “clear-cut evidences of can-
nibalism” had been discovered. But the
validity of this testimony is questionable
in view of the condition of the bodies
which had been left out in the open
weather for some six months.

It was clear, however, that whether

wounds were sufficient to cause death.

50, remarkable fact remained

hi
macabre meals made up of the flesh of
ALL his companions?

James D Martin, who told his story
F. Da

by !mgle blows as they slept.

wounds in Miller's skull made
iy S b i g
struck repeatedly before being felled by
the blow to the temple.

PACKER PLACED IN IRONS

of the discovery spread
aquickly trough Saguche. Packc wee
Jaced in irons inside his cell. But that

O TR
be heard of for nine long

‘Packer later said that he was passed
a key, fashioned crudely from a pen-
knife blade, with which he unlocked the
irons. He never identified his bene-
factor.

Lawmen scoured the hills. Several

und.
el S L
fred Packer.

In the meantime he was a “free

Was Alfred Packer innocent of murder?

Some interesting questions

were to confront this pioneer jury

IGHT IN MARCH, 1883,

— e rom Cheyenne, Wyo. toFrt Fet
and

he had left Utah for the gold fields of
Breckenridge back i the late all of 1873.

SEIZED WITHOUT STRUGGLE

oy The puidiers name was Joun
(Frenchy) Cabazon.

Through the thin parions 2 be
tried to sleep, Cabazon heard a hi
whining voice. Tt was a voice a man never.
forgot. It

ing attention, Cabazon sought out Sher-
iff Malcolm Campbellof Converse Coun-
ty and tod i story. Comptel knew
called himself Swartze.
(Al ol o
himself drunik at the Hog R:

had lived with for nine years, and he
mbled with excitement.

Next morning Cabazon met the

Platte River from Fort Fetterman, be-
came disorderly and threatened a waiter
with a pistol. Sheriff Campbell had jailed
Swartze overnight and released him

John Swartze. He was bearded, tall and
black haired. Two fingers were missing
from his left hand and he wore a dental

mediately as Alf
Eater, wanted in Colorado for homicide

the two men had met.
e gk Cabazon on
sight. But now he failed to recognize
o e T A

Now the sheriff checked with au.
fobb il = 1 e
o arrest Packer. Campbell

Hi
Colorado, and reached Denver on March
1.
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It scemed almost everyone in Den
ver turned out to stare at “the ghoul of
the San Juans” as some newspapers
called him. General Adams, who by this
time was post office inspector, joined
law officials in questioning Packer. Pack-

ex said he had lived in Colorado, Arizona.
Montana and Oregon before finally mov-
ing to Wyoming after his escape.

‘That night Packer made his “second
fession” in

U.S. Marshal Simon W. Cantril

“I, Alfred Packer, desire to make 3
true and voluntary statement in regard
0 the occurrences in Southern Colorado
during the winter of 1873-1874, the con.
fession started. “T wish to make it to
General Adams because T have made one
once before about the same matter.

Thus began to unravel Packer's
strange story of hunger, violence and
cannibalism that preceded his arrival at
the Los Pinos Indian Agency nearly 10
years earlier. Packer continued:

‘When we left Ouray's camp we
had about seven days food for one man.

about the fourth day we had only 2 pint
of flour left.

‘We followed the mountain until we.

ber how many days we were traveling
then—I think about 10 days—living on
rosebuds and pine gum and some of the

were crying and prayineg.

““Then we came over the main range.
‘Wecamped twice on a stream whi
intoa big lake, the second time just above
the lake. The next morning we crossed
the lake, cut holes in the ice to catch fish.
There were no fish so we tried to catch
snails. The ice was thin, some broke
through.




“We crossed the lake and went into
a grove of timber. All the men were cry-
ing and one of them was crazy. (Israel)
Swan (the oldest member of the group)
asked me togo up and fnd outf could
sce something from the mountains.
took a gun, went up the hill, found a e
rose bush with buds sticking through the
snow, but could sce nothing but snow
all around.

“I was kind of a guide for them but
1.did not know the mountains from th

ide. When I c k to camp after
being gone nearly all day, I found the
red headed man (Shannon Wilson Bell)
who acted craz; g, sitting

German butcher (Frank Miller).

“The latter's body was lying the
furthent off from the i, down the

R et i i e
L oA ey thas v g
near the fire. They were cut n the fore.
head with the hatchet. Some had t
some three cuts,

came within a rod of the fire

grabbed it and hit him in the top of the
head. 1 camped that night at the fire,
sat up al night.

“The next morning I followed my
tracks up the mountain but I could not
make it, the snow was too deep, and 1

shelter about three feet high. This was
my camp until T came out.

T went back to the fire, covered the

ing a fire and staying all night
“The next day I made it to the top

among the men. 1 fetched it out with
me and one gun.
“The red-headed man had a $50 bill

in his pocket, All the others together
had only $20. 1 had $20 myself If there
was any more money in the outfit, 1 did
not know of it and it remained there.

yazs

HIS EYES WERE WILD

‘At the last camp just before 1
reached the agency, I ate the last pieces

T could not eat but a litle at  time.

“When I went out with the party to
search for the bodies we came to the

not want to go back ¢
16 1 had stayed in that vicinty longer T
would have taken you (General Adams)
right to the place but they advised me to

g0 away. (Packer didn't explain who
th(y were)

hen at the sheriff's cabin in
5 il passed 3 key made out
of a pen knife blade with which T could

Glberts ranch still further down, put
id it to John Gill

and went o Arizona.
The statement was sworn to and
signed.

New say Packer's
b 2

onfession” was.




PACKER'S TRAVELS .
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that of a demented man. His eyes took
ERAIEE 12 el el
occasionally and waved his arms, a re-
por

THE TRIAL BEGINS

Packer was destined to go on trial
for his life only two and one-half miles

hrc days her the tria gt under
veay before Disrict Judge M. 3. Gery.
Aitorney Auron

Heims and A J. Ml

Sening oy v il e
fesing 48 ran High
el ik e
of s jury from 56 veriremen

Witnesses included O. D. Loutsen-
hiser and Preston Notte of the origina

drinking buddy and saloonkecper Larry
in; Otto Mears and others.

estified six hours in his own
Mg . | oy
him to talk without interruption. He told
how the six men boiled snow water to
make a thick gravy from the last of their

flour, how the wind piled snow so high
in the gulches they couldn't cross them.

‘We had seven days grub for one
man. After we had traveled on the snow

R
we could sce the valley. We argued with

each other and all came to that conclu-

we co ridge.
plowed the Rocky Mountains, followed
the ridge up across and kept on after the
litte pint of flour was eaten.

“George Noon gave up his mocca-
s made of gout sin” Packe rlatd
“Gave them up. W them and
SRS
That was George N

ssed up our matches. We
carried fire in a coffee pot. Old M:

Lok s &
“When T tired out another man
stepped in and walked ahead. About four

Lake City had become » booming miing ciy t he (e f Facher's frsiia

or five days after we cat George Noon's
‘moccasins, Bell gave up his.”

Packer continued to tell how tem-
pers shortened and sharp words were
exchanged. After eating Bell's mocca-
sins the party found some rosebuds and
wolfed them down.

timber, and camped all night.”

Packer said Bell was the most ill-

o b v



et ».m,, it sk on o Phtes,

o pesgo arod o ot
had been chewing pine gum,
P el Lo e weak,

getin and we would swallowit. ... Aft
coming down on the sid of the kil we

but alevel place. We camped there, We
found some buds.
3 got on the ice. I tried t
We seen water and thought we
iy e T only
that decp (indicated); the rest wassime
mud.

where we broke through. So we came to

been
e sticking
up, som long;

The next day we came to what you call
alake. T don't know as it is not a lake

place. We tried but couldn't find any-
-

A MACABRE MEAL

say I was a strong man. We all give up.
Were crying, praying. Old man Swan

was the poorest man in the outfit—was
clean gone, but he said he couldn't go
any further. That settled it. We couldn't
£0 any furthr. We coudnt leave im
0l them hat T would go up
b T could see the (Los Pinos

Tntan) Agency et Ml

“I did not know where the agency
was or whether we had passed the agen-
€. When T volunteered to go, old man
‘Swan begged me to go. The boys prayed

for me to go, said they would have  good

fire and see if they could find some rose-
buds. .

T came back into the camp
the bushes were very thick in the shelter
from the storm.

“As I came in on the trail T got as
far from the fire as

hatchet and made for me. T asked what




was the matter. T was standing on the
trail. 1 fell down in the snow. Bell had
his hatchet up this way. (Witness raised
his hand and arm in a striking position.)

didn't say anything. 1 never
thought, T took aim. No, 1 didn't take
aim, but I shot him. As he came forward,
T struck him with the edge of the hatchet.
It struck right that way and cut through.

—snowing hard. T saw the fix the rest
he men were in.
s point the defense counsel
Miler, ki Paces v s e
tion of the bodies. Packer went on.
“This is Swan, that was our camp
fire. Here was Noon's and Humphrey's

ot them b X caculat this was M.

owned this hatchet and took this hatchet
only when we would use it for cutting
wood

S, T ikt s S of
these men—had two licks: one man had
e R e s
the end man. You ask me why I exam-
ined these bodies so close.

“That same night T took blarkets
and covered every man up and I sat by
thisfire. Kindling up the fire, T sat there

eth u
Bell e on s face T turned Bel over
on his back.

“Icould not stay there. Right below

Fakers ot e

here where this s it is not further than
Sheriff Smith's house is from this place
in some fir timber. T went there and
built a fire

“Gentlemen: Right there is my last
fecling. T went back and eat (sic) this

perfectly happy. Slept and slept. and
slept, seemed to be perfectly happy and
contented.

T didn't think of freering, didn't
think of the agency; never thought of

nothing only sleep; the meat was a little
salty. T had always been praying for salt.
In the course of time, T don't know how
long, fear came back to me again. I want-
ed 10 leave there.

hen 1 waked up 1 wanted to
leave. I thought of the men, thought of
everyting Twanted t go and g 1 did
go. I started.

[olpion thoe - <L gl
take any provisions. I took a coffeepot
with fire. 1 came back both times; and
exactly how long I stayed

March, it began to thaw
crossing on the snow.

T tried again, before I tried to g
T came back and cut some flesh off these
dead bodies and cooked it. 1 had a stick
10 cook it on. I have nothing but the
butcher's skinning knife to cut it with.
That was the only weapon that Miller
had—used it cutting this meat.

THE TRAIL'S SECRET

n Bell's pocketbook. I opened
it and found a $50 greenback. T took it
‘That was wrong, I admit that. Had got
20 moreof the o I thra e ey
more T let it on the ground. T put th
A i
the snow was off in

“The next morning I started down
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Topagraphca map of rea nvolvd in Packer epsode.

the guich, T believe this same gulch runs
to the Los Pinos Agency. I know it took
me to the Los Pinos Agency.”

Packer concluded his statement by

agency.
When Packer finished his state
‘ment, the case went to the jury.

Some interesting questions arise at
this point. The prosecution said exam-
ination showed Bell had been shot in the
back. This indicated Bell had been am-
bushed by Packer. But Packer in his
Denver “second confession” said he shot

floundering in the snow. Was it possible

that Packer told the truth, but that Bell
was hit in the back in the struggle?

16 Packer's story, as related from
the witness stand, was to be believed.
his admitted killing of Bell could be justi-
fied on the grounds of seli-defense, and
it would be Bell who had slain the other
members of the party.

And what about the unexplained

being killed? Had he sprung up in time
to grapple with the Kkiller before falling
before the fatal blow?

The jury had only Packer's version

of the story to weigh in his defense. All
the others who had first-hand knowledge

with the slaying of Israel Swan.

2



Packer couldn't face the awful truth
of his heinous acts that winter

VHREE HOURS aiter they began
‘their deliberations, the 12 men of

District Judge Melvile B, Gerry
asked the foreman whether the jury had
Teached a verdict, “We have, your hon-
o the foreman replied.

Gerry ordered Pack
Packer rose, his face pale against his
black beard.

The verdict was what everyone had
expected. Packer, the confessed eater of
human flesh, was guilty of the death of
Tsrael Swan, oldest of the five men who
had accompanied Packer into the wilder-
ness i their search for the gold felds of
Breckenridge.

Judge Gerry lost no time in pro-
nouncing sentence. Moved, perhaps, by
the drama of the moment, Gerry deliv-
cred a floridly eloguent speech that de-

tion here in full

“Alfred Packer.” Judge Gerry be-
gan solemaly, it becomes
Jadge of this court, to enforce the verdict
of the jury, rendered in your case, and
impose upon you the judgment which the
law fixes as the punishment of the crime.
which you have committed.

“Itis a solemn, painful duty o per-
God

your case,
Jou have had the beneit of the doubt.
“A. jury of twelve honest citizens of

guilty of wilful and premeditated mur-
der. A murder revolting in allits detais.

In 1874 you, in company with
companions, passed through the beauti-
ful mountain valley where now stands
the town of Lake City.

PICTORIAL DESCRIPTION

‘At that time the hand of man had
‘beauties of nature. The

this goodly favored spot you conceived
‘your murderous designs.

“You and your victims had had 2

‘march, and when the shadows of

the mountain fell upon your litle party
‘and night drew her sable curtain around

Jou. your unsuspecting victims lay down
7 the ground and were soon lost i the

life and then robbed the dead of the
reward of their honest tail which they
had accurnulated; at least, so say the

your soul, for 1 know yo
the cup of bitterness to its very dregs,

trusted companion, you eruell
tally slew them al.
“Whether your murderous hand was
of the moon.
5 the flickering blaze of the campfire.
You only can tell. No eye saw the bloody
Yeed performed; o ear save your own
caught the groans of your dying victims.
You then and there robbed the living of

and wherever
Jour conscience and the goadings o re-
Tmorse have been an avenging Nemesis
‘which have followed your every turn in
ife and planted afresh for your contem-
plation the picture of the past.

“1 say these things to impress upon
your mind the awful solemnity of your



soweth, that shall he also reap. You.

and rest for your weary spii

Alired
now reap the whirlwind.

Lo g b

you have committed. Tt enforces
e am of a o e,
your life m: n a nalty

grimage roll by, the memory
your crime will fade from the minds of

ferent. He will
.. ot focgive e pardoned

children of men; and it is to this God
I commend you.

e your ars o the Bandih-
e S 2% bt
s S T mg
dread cerainty of death
meet thy God
of thy murdered
thy aged father and mother, of whom
you have spoken and who stil love you
s their dear boy.

“For nine long years you have
ot g 458 Fe o G e
bowed and broken in spiit; no home, no
Loves, no ties to bind you to earth. You
a poor pitiable waif
of humanity.  hope and pray that in the
gy st o et
surely drifting, you wil find that peace

THE “SENTENCE OF DEATH"

Al Packer,the judgrmentof i

be completely i ot G
distortion would become more generally

quoted than anything he uttered.
The sentencing had barely con-
cluded when Larry Dolan, the Saguache
Joon

“They're gunna hang Packer
“The udge be says, Std w,

3" man-eatin’ son- Sasice

Thin, pini is figer st Him o gt

yez ate foive iv them, G—
sinting ye t* be hanged be th’ neck until
yez are dead, dead, dead, as a warnin’

3

agin reducin’ t Dimmycrat popula-
shion iv th' sat

Becaue feling agait Packer ran

ppealed
jorado State Su-
preme Court.

‘The high court’s opinion handed

the court ruled.
up came when laws of the

Teritory of Colorado were re-enacted as.
Laws of the State of Colorado. Absence

carried. er,
b the it of making Packr's trisi
null and voi

R e
the peac  ofthe peleofthe

Seat of Colorado wh

was no State of Colorado in e

the time of the killng. . . .

‘The lower court’s verdict of guilty
was set aside and the case remanded for

Packer then was charged wi
slaughter in each of the five deaths. Pun-

hree years dragged by before th
second trial was attempted.

During m.,

lfes story and others who wanted to
pray with hi

DESCRIPTION OF PACKER

‘Sheriff Shores had am;
nity to observe Packer closely. In m;

her
AT A e
prison.

the prisoners that T held in

tted.
and a natural bully.”
Shores said he learned from conver-

Saguache jail for example, he murdered
east of Colorado Springs

« on near Tombstone in Ari-

zona Territory, he killed a prospector

‘mule. So, if one can believe him, and in
this case he had no motive for Iying, this




ia a part of Packer’s story which has

never been told
On April 31, 1886, Packer's second
trial began in the Fourth Judicial Dis-
trict Court at Gunnison City with Judge
iding. Packer

ance of the first trial except that Hers-

bits, if nothing else, and could have shot
beaver at the lake.

PLENTY GAME IN REGION

JimBentty, Mntrose, Clo ot
ator

and one-half hours and came in with a
verdict which was read by S. S. Duree,
jury foreman. Packer was found guilty.

This time it was Packer instead of

urtroom stood up. After taking a
drink of water, Packer said:

you to understand that
I have had a fair and impartial trial, and
that the jury couldn't help bringing in
the verdict they

jury and such evidence had been pro-
duced, 1 think 1 would have convicted
myself, There is a chain of evidence that
has run against me that T cannot wipe
out. It is impossible to wipe out.

“I hold no malice toward the jury,

what Packer would be should he get out
of the pen after 40 years.

My counse avedone the very best
they could do for me. But this

oper:
o Arug | il o Packee
v o e coud
rip during any present winter rert
Tive o the land
“Even in this period when the game
population has been reduced, you can
stillfind an abundance of snowsho Fab-
b a1d ot gumer Bty mid, °T
take a sleeping bag, light cooking
rentoglee equipment, and
‘make the trip any time.
he trial Packer answered
B caTe T Yty
and other witnesses. After two days the
jury received the case, deliberated two

terious case. Tt
wipe out the evidence against me, al-

up for there has never been a case where
2 man has been sentenced unjustly that

e B it e, nd Have done 30
al along.

“But he i the only man T killed. As
1 said before, the whole mystery will be
cleared up sometime. Some of these old

witnesses will die, and if they don't die
suddenly, they will—on their death beds
—throw lots of light on this matter and
then you will see that Packer was inno-
cent.

‘Now, judge, I expect a sentence of
40 years. You must give it to me under

e Peenir

the circumstances, but won't you do

thing about the others. Just give me all
for one man.”

Judge Harrison said th

slaughter to run consecutively.

Packer lowered his head, mumbled
“Forty. " and was led back to
jal

‘The headlines of the Rocky Moun-
tain News of August 6, 1886, expresses
the general reaction:

PACKER, THE MANEATER,
AFTER 13 YEARS,

RECEIVES A PUNISHMENT

INADEQUATE TO RIS CRIME

ker's attorneys again appealed

reached the Supreme Court five times.
PACKER: CONVICT NO. 1389

At the pebentary, Pacar
P o i v
it el gy
oyt um e blered Packe, vho
then was 60, “should be allowed to go




out from here without delay.” Packe

s g rom Bights dicte =
ently didn't have long to

ppeal to the parole board failed.

xpected assist-

curred to both Polly Pry and the editors

and Bonfils said they first would like to
discuss it with The Post’s attorneys.

il

torial adventure nearly cost both men
their lives.
Polly declared that she was con-

vinced of Packer's innocence. He was

11 SRR it v of e
ker gained many supporter

50 did D. C. Hatch, an old cowpuncher
friend he had met in Wyoming.

Polly circulated a petition and got

g
B Johnson, district judge; N.

Ellis, city aitorney; D. C. Bailey, U. §.
marshal, and T. M. Patterson, owner and

editor of the Rocky Mountain N
Early in January 1900, W. W. An-

derson, a Denver awper tid Polly Pry

D adan ingenion pl 0 s Pack-
he crime, he

e lan

was not within a civil court's

This possibility previously had oc.

at the penitentiary, represented himself
s an agent of The Post, and persuaded

ver of attorney.
To top it all, Anderson collected $25
from Packer—from his Civil War pen-
sion—as attorney's fees.

hen Bonfils and Tammen h

16th St. expecting trouble. He carried a
concealed .38-caliber pistol

Therewrsbsied words Anderon
capskate

was called and ar,
e Beatt o
check. Bonfils and Tammen threw him

bodily out of the office and slammed the
door.

Enraged, Anderson drew his re-
e i i o e el
four shots. One bullet penetrated Tam-
Another struck him in
the left shoulder. Bonfils was hit directly
over the heart.
I i instant o High exctmen
Pall ped in front of Andersor
e it el o
was preparing to fire another shot. An-
derson fled down the hall.

‘The bullet that struck Bonils
raied iy e L e
o el e A R



PACKER WINS SYMPATHY

tack only served to intensify
the cditorial fight The Post waged in
Packer’s behalf. Anderson was charged
with attempted murder. Packer was

brought to Denver s a witness 1o tstify
to Anderson's representationsat the pris-
the morbidly curious thronged

The trial ended with 3 hung jury
and Anderson was never retgied. But the
campaign to free Packer won increasing
Sympathy from the public.
On January 8, 1901, Gov. Charles S.
Thomas, who refused o release Packer,
was succeeded by Gov. James B. Orman

b
within the boundaries of Colorado.

On that day The Post termed the
release a “gracious act” and said that
“with rare exception here and there, the
people will rejoice to see Packer at

“For 17 years,” The Post observed,

of the most violent prejudice, if nothing
worse, is equally certain.”

One of the first things Packer did
was to travel to Denver and thank his

Pey xhortd the pblic toprit Packer
tolive in peact

Packer remained in Denver only a

Then in 1902 Packer moved to the
subusban town of Sheridan not fr from

with fascination, they munched with glee
the candy which he had bought for them.



In testimony to his by
the children in Sheridan, “The Engle-

wood
in a story dated December 12, 1940
Just after the turn of the century,
on the sunny banks of the Platte, under
and Ready's stone wall, scores
of chilirn gathered o Satunday s
‘oons around an aged man who distrib-
uted to all nickel bags of candy.
routhed and al ars thy isened whie
he told brave tales of pioneers, Indian

wunch his candy beside
the o il Tt ground their e

Onedlym]uly 1906 Packer walked
rom his.

the home of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Van
Alstine.

THE END FOR ALFRED PACKER

‘The widow gave up her only bed for
‘Packer and for nine months Packer lan-

there. On occasions Packer
rould ave and shout his imocence of
e crime.”

acker died at 6:50 pm. April 23,
1907. At the bedside were Mrs. Alstine.

Packer's last words were “I am innocent
of the crime.”

Packer was buried with rites of )

(Grand Army of the Republicin the cer
{5t it whth i fow new-found
friends attending. Post

E
B. Thomas o th Fremont Pos N, 85
“said words" and the body was lowered
into the grave.

Later a small tombstone was
ion “Alfred Packer, Co.

Far vty on “Cannibal Pate”
. Colorado, another stone.
marks theresting place of Fackers some
panions.

The mystery surrounding their
deaths is locked forever in the austerg
and unrevealing hearts of the mighty
San Juans,
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